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OLD  SAUK  AND  FOX  BEADED 
GARTERS 

By  M.  R.  HARRINGTON 

ALL  the  hundreds  of  Indian 
woven  bead  garters  in  the  Mu- 
seum of  the  American  Indian, 
Ileye  Foundation,  the  oldest  is 
probably  a  pair,  represented  in  the  accom- 
panying illustration,  which  formed  part  of 
the  contents  of  a  "war-bundle"  collected 
from  the  Sauk  and  Fox  Indians  of  Okla- 
homa. As  the  bird-quill  belt  described  in 
another  paper  (this  series,  vol.  x,  no.  5) 
may  be  said  to  belong  to  the  period  before 
the  Indians  obtained  the  white  man's  beads, 
this  pair  of  garters  may  be  regarded  as 
representing  the  period  immediately  follow- 
ing, for  the  large  blue  and  white  beads  of 
which  they  are  composed  are  of  the  type 
brought  among  the  Indians  in  the  central 
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districts  west  of  the  Mississippi  by  the  first 

white  traders,  usually  called  "pony  traders" 

by  the  Indians  because  they  brought  their 

stocks  of  trade  goods  on  pack-ponies.    A 

little  later,  when  smaller  beads  like  those  in 

present  use  were  brought  in,  the  "pony- 

trader  beads"  soon  fell  from  favor  in  this 

district,  and  are  seen  only  on  the  older 

pieces  of  Indian  handiwork,  although  in  the 

Northwest    they    seem    to    have    lingered 

!  longer. 

The  garters  referred  to  are  decidedly  the 

worse  for  age  and  wear,  but  the  more  per- 

fect of  the  two  still  measures  2|  in.  wide  by 

11   in.   long,   and   was   once  undoubtedly 

longer.    The  two  are  made  on  a  yellowish 

brown  native  yarn,  probably  buffalo-wool, 

which,  unlike  more  modern  bead  garters, 

was  woven  out  at  the  ends  fully  an  inch 

beyond  the  beadwork,  beyond  which  the 

yarn  evidently  hung  loose  as  a  fringe,  in 

this  respect  resembling  the  recent  specimens 

of  this  class. 

The  design  consists  of  three  hourglass- 

shaped  figures  outlined  with  a  double  row 

of  white  beads  on  a  blue  ground,  and  con 
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nected  by  two  rows  of  white  beads  with  a 

blue  row  between,  extending  down  the  cen- 

ter of  the  garter. 

The  writer  does  not  remember  having 

seen  any  other  example  of  solid  beadwork 

belonging  to  this  period,  although  we  have  in 

the  collection  a  few  woven  buffalo-wool  arm- 

bands, necklaces,  and  sashes,  which  show  a 

few  "pony-trader  beads"  strung  on  the  yarn 

and  woven  in  so  as  to  form  a  pattern. 

These  are  all  from  Sauk  and  Fox  and  Osage 

war-bundles. 

These  garters  and  the  bundle  of  which 

they  formed  a  part  are  mentioned  in  the 

writer's  book  on  "Sacred  Bundles  of  the 

Sac  and  Fox  Indians,"  Anthr.  Publ.  Uni-\ 

versify  of  Pennsylvania  Museum,  vol.   iv, 

no.  2,  p.  201,  Phila.,  1914. 
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